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The Oldest Man in the World.
"We copied recently a sketch of For-

tune Snow, a colored man near Louis-
ville, Ky., who is said to be one hun-
dred and twenty-fou- r years old, and was
styled 44 the oldest man in America. "

The Sterling (Ky.) Sent '.fiel now prints
the following account of another colored
man of that State, who may with safety
be called the oldest man in the world.
Perhaps the end is not yet :

44 Sam Bowles, who lives near the foot
of that wonder of nature, Carrington's
rock, one ol the attractions of that
charming resort of summer, the Olym-
pian Springs, in Bath county, is the old-- i

t darkey in the country. Sam is so
old that the clock in his rude cabin long
ceased ticking off the hours, old Father
Time having given up in difgust the job
of numbering the nours, days, weeks,
months and years that stretch out that
old nigger's life a long ways back tow-
ard the dying hour of the late Mr.
Methuselah, who was said to have been
no spring chicken when he handed in
his checks. Sam claims to have leen
the cook on. the vessel that brought
Christopher Columbus over. He doesn't
know his exact age at the time, but
thinks he was upward of forty. He was
born in Africa, and was presented to
Queen Isalella by a Moorish prince who
courted her favor.

44 He is one of the most remarkable
specimens of humanity in existence.
He doesn't remember how long he has
been blind, but distinctly recollects that
the last sight his ey.?s ever locked upon
was that great warrior, Ponce de Leon,
kissing an Indian princess behind an
angle of the stone fort that eminent
military GenenJ erected at San .A-
ugustine, Fia., and which still stands as
a proof of the correctness of the old
darkey's memory. His blindness was
brought about by his being stung in
the eye by a mosquito or an alligator or
a buffalo, he doesn't know which, as he
was asleep. He lost his last tooth one
hundred and fifty years ago, and owing
to chronic rheumatism in the gums, he
has been compelled to subsist by smell-
ing his victuals.

44 Taken altogeter, old Sam Bowles is
a curiositv, and we have no doubt of the
truth of his story, for he proved it to us
on the spot. 4 Why, massa,' said he,
4 do you see dat dornick out dar T
meaning Carrington's rock. We assured
him that we saw it very plainly. 4 Well,
said he, 4 1 planted dat dornick when it
was no bigger than a warnit (walnut i

de day I first settled heah, an' vou mav
know dat's been no little while.' We
bebeved him, and came to the conclu-
sion that he is really older than he
claimed to be, for, though no geologist,
and never having tended a crop of rocks,
we are satisfied that it took substantial
old Carrington several thousand vears
to reach his present imposing propor-
tions. When we suggested that it was
that ancient mariner, Admiral Noah, for
whom he coked, he emphatically in-

sisted that it was Columbus, whom, he
maintains, was a better sailor in a min-
ute thau Noah was in three years' voy-
age. Not being posted in nautical mat-
ters, we gave in to the old darkey's su-

perior knowledge of things pertaining
to the sea. He thinks his life has been
prolonged by drinking the Olympian
waters, the only beverage he uses, a
barrel of which Mr. Gill has had hauh il
over to his cabin regularly every
week for about a hundred vears."

Brown's Burden.
The Boston Traveller says : 44 Brown,

our insurance friend, was told by his
wife on Saturday to be sure and bring
heme at night something nice to eat.
So he purchased a couple- - of watermel-
ons. Not owning a paper-mill- , the
dealer could not do them up, and Brown
took the market-baske- t, containing their
Sunday dinner, between his teeth, a wa-

termelon under each arm, ana started
for the cars. First one melon slipped
back while the other went forward, and
while balancing them by an ingenious
system of jerks the basket got swinging
and nearly pulled every tooth out of his
head. Brown retired to a doorAray and
readjusted things, and coming out,
started on his way, with the conscious-
ness of being k te for the train. Oh !

how slippery those melons were ! They
lurched and slid, and rolled and revolv-
ed on their axes, until Brown thought
they must be alive. Then a man pass-
ing by, who saw Brown doubled up, and
trying, while half-seate- d on the side-
walk, to bring equihbrium into play
once more, offered to help Brown. So
Brow stood up, and the man pushed
one melon frontward and the other
backward, and everything would have
been all right had he not pushed the
latter one too far back, so that it slid
out from under Brown's arm into a tub
of eggs that luckily stood on the side-
walk and preveDted the melon from be-

ing broken. Brown left it, however,
after paying for some dozen eggs, also
not taken by him, and started afresh,
with but one melon. He was now
obliged to run, and presented a truly
pitiable sight, as the small children re-

marked who were fighting over the
abandoned fruit. Finally he reached
the depot just as the train had started,
put the basket on the last platform,
tossed the melon on after it, jumped on
himself, saw the melon bound down the
steps on the other side, and burst on
the track, and then went home and told
his wife he could not find any decent
fruit in the market."

A correspondent residing at Santa
Barbara, Cahforni, sends the following
44 secret " for starting a balky horse :
44 Get him to think about something
else while starting. One convenient,
sure method is to put the hitch-rop- e

around the fore foot, draw the foot for-

ward off from the ground. In a few
seconds the horse steps forward to get
his foot on the ground, and is in mo-
tion. Away he goes. Let him go.
Drive with a rein, without bunders,
check, and stag-chai- n. Never worry his
mouth when he is in motion."

The 7 ith birth-da- y of three triplets,
two men and one woman, named Litch-
field, was celebrated a Hfew days since,
at Scituate, Conn., where they were
born, married, and always Lived with
their families.

Jeff. Davis Interviewed.
A reporter of the Memphis Appeal

interviewed Mr. Jefferson Davis the
other day as to his speech at the White
Sulphur Springs. Davis said his speech
was then impromptu, and he thought it
strange that 44 a few remarks addressed
to a few friends and associates, on a
subject upon which between them and
myself there could be no diversity of
opinion as to the propriety of a histori-
cal vindication of the course and con-
duct of the Southern people in the late
war, should be regartled as an address
made to the pubbc with any expectation
of affecting political opinion. But,
waiving all question as to the character
of the address, the place where it was
inade and the circumstances under
which it was delivered, what is there in
it to justify criticism or excite apprehen-
sion of an evil effect upon the efforts of
those whose political success 1 desire ?

The expression which is usually referred
to is that the Southern people have
been more cheated than conquered.
Now is this true or not ? Did not the
Congress of the United States, by sol-

emn resolutions, assure the people of
the South that there was no purpose to
interfere with the institutions of the
States? That the object was to pre-
serve the union, and the purposes for
which it was ordained and established ?

Did not the executive (Mr. Lincoln) by
proclamation give like assurance to the
people of the Southern States ? Did not
the United States generals commanding
the departments encourage the same be-

lief among the people ? And did not all
this lead to the impression on the part
of very many that the war was waged
for an abstraction, or at most for the
preservation of property in slaves? And
was not the consequence frequent deser-
tion in the winter of 1864-6-5, and were
not the people reluctant to furnish com-
missary supplies for the support of the
confederate armies ? And was not all
this the result of the belief that their
material interests and domestic peace
might exist as well under one Govern-
ment as the other? Has the result jus-
tified that belief ? Is there any well-inform- ed

man who will not say, that had
the armies known what a surrender
would bring, they would and could have
continued the struggle, and that .he peo-
ple of the country, as long as they had
anv food, would have contributed it free-l- y

to the support of the armies ? Aud
that the contest would have continued
until the invader, wearied of what might
be regarded as an endless struggle,
would have returned, and, in the lan-
guage of Gen. Scott, have allowed the
4 erring sisters to go in peace ?' "

In answer to a question regarding the
word 44 cheated," used in his speech, he
said :

44 Of course the idea conveyed by the
word 4 cheated ' was that the people of
the South were deceived bv assurances
given them by the United States Gov-
ernment, through its officials, into the
belief that if they laid down their arms
they would be restored to all the advan-
tages and privileges of citizenship which
they previously enjoyed. The trials of
a long war had made all men desirous of
the ease of peace."

Mr. Davis said the Southerners 4 'could
have prolonged the war by withdrawing
tnore into the interior, so as to compel
the enemy to lengthen his line of com-
munication, and it was the opinion of a
soldier now no more, and in whose
judgment the greatest reliancee was
placed, that in the mountaius of Vir-
ginia a defensive war could have been
continued for twenty years."

A Southern Tragedy.
The Opelousas (La.) Journal, of Aug.

15, is responsible for the following:
44 Down in the parish of St. Martin

an old widow ladv, whose children had
a

all married off and left her alone, had
been persuaded to sell her little place
and live with them. She sold her land,
buildings and improvements one day
for 82,000, and received the money in
cash on the spot, in her own house,
where the act of sale was passed before
two witnesses, the number required by
law, and who witnessed also the paying
of the monev. In a short time she' was
to give possession, but she remained in
the house the night following the sale
all alone, or with no masculine adult in-
mates, as was her c 'om. Tliat night
two negro burglars broke into the house
and demanded her money or her life.
She gave it to them, but begged them
to let her have S100, as she owed that
amount and wanted to pay the debt,
when she would be satisfied. They
then ordered her to make some coffee
for them to drink. In doing to she
bethought herself of the strvchnine she
had in the house, and quietly dropped
it into the pot of steaming coffee, and j

placed it on the table with cups, spoons
and sugar for them to pour out and i

sweeten to their taste. This they did,
and drank in a jolly mood, each one
having $93 in his pocket. But in a few
minutes the tables were turned. One
gave up the ghost where he sat at the
table in his chair, the other got up,
staggered off a few feet and tumbled
over into eternity. The good old lady
recovered her money, and on examining
the persons of the black, burglarious
robbers, they turned out to be the two
witnesses to the act of sale, both white
men blackened for the occasion both
her neighbors, and one was her cousin."

A Hive of Bees in the Dead-Lett- er

Office.
Among the unmnilable matter sent to

the Dead-Lette- r Office a few days ago
was a package about ten inches in length
by four in width, which, upon being
opened, proved to be a small hive of
bees. The pine box in which they were
inclosed was perforated with twenty-fou- r

auger holes, twelve on each side.
The bees were in these, each hole hav-
ing a sponge in it saturated with some
kind of saccharine matter for the sus
tenance of the occupants. These bttle
cells or holes were covered with a fine
wire to prevent the escape of the bees,
which appeared to be in a good state of
preservation, buzzing around in their
narrow confines in quite a hvely man-
ner. They were evidently sent by some
bee dealer to a customer or friend, the
package, however, having no mark.
What disposition will be made of them
remains to be seen. Washington
Chronicle.

There are thirtv-tw-o cotton-mill- s in
operation in Fall River, Massachusetts,

i representing a capital of nearlv $15,-- i
000, 00.

The Philosopher's Stone.
One is .mpriesed to remember how

many eminent men have believed in the
Philosopher's Stone as a means by
which everything could be turned to
gold. Roger Bacon bebeved in its pro-
duction, and Arnold de Villeneuve pro-
fessed that he could increase the stone
at pleasure. In 1545 Henry VI. granted
patents and commissions to find out the

4 4 enable thePhilosopher's Stone, to
king to pay all the debts of the crown
in real gold and silver." No gold, of
course, was ever made, but the king had
a forge or smithy built for practice in
Pall Mall, on the site of the 'irst Carl-
ton House. Ripley, the alchemest,
wrote on 44 the twelve gates " leading to
the discovery of the stone, in 1470, but
he repented his wasted life, and begged
all men would burn his books, which
were 44 false and vain." Basil Valen-
tine, the German monk, was of opinion
that the metals were con- - unds of salt,
sulphur, and mercury, i liar, the Phi-
losopher's Stone was composed of the
sam? ingredients. Cornelius Agrippa
joined the French alchemists in search-
ing for the stone. Dee and K?lly sought
for the stone. Boyle and Sir Isaac New-
ton joined in a process for 44 multiply-
ing gold," for which a company was es-

tablished in London. Leibnitz joiued
a society of Rosicrucians in Nuremberg,
in the pursuit of the Philosoph i s
Stone. Bergmann, the chemist, relates
a number of cases in which gold was
supposed to be formed by the use of
the Philosopher's Stone ; though they
were the results of fraud, by secretly
introducing into the crucible gold pre-
tended to have been obtained by trans-
mutation. Sometimes crucibles were
made with a false bottom, gold or silver
bein r concealed at the real bottom ;

when heat being applied, the false bot-
tom disappeared, and the gold or silver
was found at the bottom of the crucible.
Sometimes gold or silver were intro-
duced in charcoal the hole stopped
with wax or in hollow rods with which
the crucible was stirred, the end being
closed with wax. A common exhibition
was to dip nails in a liquid, and take
them out half converted into gold.
These nails were one-ha- lf gold and one-ha- lf

iron, the gold being covered with
something to conceal its covor, which
the liquid removed. However, on the
principle that 44 'tis an ill wind which
blown nobody good," some benefits have
accrued to mankind from the ancient
practice of an art which is now consid-
ered a low delusion aiid imposture. The
books of the alchemists show the effects
of expc riments ; and though they were
guided by false views, they made most
useful researches, and thus laid the
foundation of experimental science aud
modern chemistry. Two centuries ago,
Sir Thomas Browne regarded alchemi-
cal studies as the cradle of chemistrv.

One of the By-tto- ue Fashions.
It is a little singular how fashions

come and go. Many of them at the
time appear indispensable, but they
noiselessly disappear and others come
in their place, and we forget all about
them. We were thinking the other day
of that fashion which some years ago
was more popular than any other, which
was in such general use and seemed so
fitted to its place, that it is doubtful if
it was considered as a freak, any May,
but was rather a necessary adjunct of
society, which came in with the gar-
ment it was displayed on, and was as
sure of the future as the garment itself.
We refer to the fashion of turning up
the pantaloon leg. The young men all
did it in those days, and the variety of
taste displayed in doing it was edifying
to study. It was absolutely essential
that the pants should be black, and the
boots should be fine in quality with legs
gracefully wrinkled. The width of the
lap varied considerably, but one inch
for the better class, and three inches for
plebiaus appeared to be the standard.
Rural people, to whom black doe-skin- s

were not always suitable in absence of
pavements, endeavored to incorporate
the fashion on Kentucky jeans and light
cassimeres, but it was a depressing fail-
ure. The white canvas presented no
marked contrast to the rest of the leg,
and when you saw a case, it made von
sad and dissatisfied the rest of the day.
There were others who rolled the leg,
making a knotty, clumsy affair of it,
and it was difficult to tell whether those
people should be pointed at with scorn,
or inert ly killed on the spot. In addi-
tion to being black it was necessary that
the pants should tit rather snug about
the boot. Otherwise the lap was not so
smooth, and for awhile it was necessary
to pm or stitch the lap up to keep it in
place. But when it was snug up, and
the broad blt.ck seam pressed fiat, the
boot polished, and the heel straight
and narrow, it was difficult to imagine
anything more comforting and sustain-
ing. If we ouiy had a dollar for every
tear of joy we have shed over such
sights there is no position of trust and
honor we could not have. But the fash-
ion has gone with the years that have
passed before, and we watch its retir-
ing form with eyes that are dimmed by
emotion. Danbury Sews.

A Wonderful Table.
A correspondent of an Eastern journal,

now traveling in Russia, sends a descrip-;o- n

of the novel dining table of the
Emperor, now in use in one of the Peter-hof- f

palaces, near St. Petersburg. The
table is circular, and is placed on a
weighted platform. At the touch of a
signal, like the nib of Aladdin's lamp,
down goes the table through the floor,
a new table loaded with fresh i is lies
and supplies rises in its place. But
this is not all ; each dish rests on a
weighted disk, the table-clot- h being
cut with circular openings, one for each
plate. If a guest desires a change of
plate, he touches a signal at his side,
when, presto, his plate disappears and
another rises. These mechanical din-
ing tables render the presence of ser-
vants quite superfluous. In this coun
try, at the Oneida community, they em-
ploy dining tables having the central
part made to revolve. Here the gob-
lets, spoons, tea and coffee, castors,
pitchers, and other necessary articles of
table furniture, arc placed ; revolving
the center piece, the sitter brings before
him whatever article may be desired
without the intervention of a special
waiter. The Russians are evidentaliv in
advance of the Yankees in respect to
dining tables.

Too late for the --An eld bache- -

The Cost of Smoking.
To preach to a smoker about th hurt- -

fulnesa of using tobacco, is lik trying
to dip water with a sieve ; but I have al-

ways noticed that, when all other argu-
ments have failed, there is one which
will tell on the most obdurate. Begin
to talk money, and if the hearer's purse
is likely to be affected, you will see his
mouth open and his eyes begin to
sparkle with excitement, and for this
reason I will show the cost of smoking
for five years, from which the cost for a
life time may be easily reckoned. We
will say a young man begins to smoke
when he is sixteen, and on an average
smokes two cigars per day (which is a
very low estimate), and continues until
he is twenty-on- e. Now let us reckon
the cost. For the first year he smokes
two per day, at a cost of ten cents each,
making for the year a sum of $73. Now
if instead of spending this money he
had put it at interest at the end of the I

ürst year, during the next year at six
per cent, it would have gained $4.38,
which, together with the $73 which he
would smoke up, would give him, at the
end of the second year, $150.38, which
again put at interest, together with the
978 for this year, would amount to the
neat little sum of $232.40 at the end of
the third year. Again getting the
amount aud adding $73 for another
year, the whole amount is swelled to
1319.84, which he puts at interest at the
beginning of the fifth year. By r- - ckon-in- g

up his bauk account at the expira-
tion of the five years he is astonished to
find that his cigars have cost him the
round sum of $111.50 and this is not
all. Smoking" as well as chewing creates
a thirst which must be satiated. For a
time water mav do, but the smoker will
soon find that the terrible craving for
drink cannot be satisfied with water,
and therefore fco "set himself to rights,"
he must have a glass or two of cider,
and perhaps something stronger. No
less than two glasses for each cigar will
answer, for which he will pay five cents
each, making another twenty cents per
day which he will drink, which at the
end of the five years will amount to an-
other $411.50 'making in all $832 -- a
nice little capital for a young man just
starting out in life.

I suppose that all 1 c m say about the
tilthiness and other inconveniences of
this habit will be words thrown away,
but after considering this subject, I feel
as though I could not lay down the pen
without saying a few more words to
those who have fallen victims to it.

Having occasion to go down to the
village store on a stormy day, as I en-
tered, my nose, mouth, throat and lungs
were filled with a cloud of tobacco
smoke. The shock which it gave me
was so great that I came near being
sick, and could not relish my food for
several days afterward, while the sick-
ening scent of rank tobacco clung about
my clothes for a long time. Now if, be-
sides losing their time, these men could
be made to understand what beasts they
were making of themselves, and how
they were clouding their brains and

arkeuing their intellects with every
puff theo took, while every particle of
air which they inhaled was mingled with
the poisonlus fumes of poor tobacco,
and every cent of money they paid out
for the weed was just so much paid out
to insure a shortening of the number of
their days, they would throw aside the
pipe and hasten home nd there set
themselves alxnit their business.
( ntintry GentU -- man.

The New Infernal Machine.
We mentioned the other day that the

French Minister of Marine had sent out
a circular warning ship-owner- s, cap-
tains, and insurance agents against the
new 44 infernal machine," intended for
the destruction of vessels which, for
fraudulent purposes, it is desired to de-

stroy. But for the respectful authority
on which the warning was given, the
alleged invention might have been re-
garded as a hoax ; and, indeed, we sug-
gested as much.. It was no hoax, how-
ever, but a grim and horrible fact. The
Birmingham Daily Post has seen one
of the villainous contrivances. It is an
irregularly-shape- d piece of metal, ibont
six inches long, by three broad, and two
and a half deep ; and it is so constructed
as exactly to resemble a small block of
steam coal. Indeed, the specimen we
have is evidently modeled from an actual
piece of coal, and it is colored a bright
black, so skillfully that on casual in-

spection it would readily pass muster
for coal, and so might be put into the
coal bunkers of a vessel without exciting
the least suspicion. The interior is
hollowed so as to admit of the intro-
duction of a detonating compound, and
a mechanical contrivance is arranged in
the hollow part so as to insure explosion
at a desired moment. We have also an
exact description of the materials em-
ployed to fill the shell for such it may
be called but these, for obvious rea-
sons, we decline to publish. There is
only one thing satisfactory in reference
to this diabolical invention that it is
not of English make. Exchange.

Obituary of a Western Editor.
Ye editor sat in his rickety chair, as

worried as worried could be, for ye
devn was grinning before him there,
and 44 Copy !" ye devil, saved he. Oh !

ye editor grabbed his long quill pen,
and it sputtered ye ink so free, that his
manuscript looked like a war map,
when 44 Take this," to the devil, said
he. He scribbled and scratched through
the live-lon- g day, no rest or refresh
ment had he ; for the devil kept con-
stantly coming that way, and howling
for more 44 cop-e-e !" Day after day he
s issored and wrote, a saying the whole
countree ; while ye devil kept pipmg
his single note, 44 A little more outside
cop-e- e !" And when ye boys in ye news-
room hear the sound of unequal fray,
the voice of a blow and a blasphemous
word, 4 He's raisin' the devil !" they
say. And oft when a man with a griev-
ance came in, ye editor man to see, he'd
turn his back with a word of sin 44 Go
talk to the devil !" sayed he. And ever
and off;, when a 44 proof" of his work ye
proprietor wanted to see, 44 Ye proof
shall be shown by my personal clerk ;

you must go to the devil," sayed he.
And thus he was destined through all his
life by this spirit torment! to be ; in
hunger and poverty, sorrow and strife,
always close to ye devil was he. Ye
editor died. But ye devil
lived on ! And the force of life's hab-
its we see, for ye editor's breath no
sooner was gone than straight to ye
devil went hj.

Forests and Freshets.
At the current meeting in Portland of

the Americac Association, Dr. Hough,
of Albany, read a paper on the rain-fa- ll

and its relation to forests. He had
carefully analyzed the returns of the
rain-gaug- e for a term amounting to
2,000 years, and from these he had at-
tempted to deduce a law of secular
changes in the fall of water. But the
returns did not justify it. They show
marked variations from year to year,
and reveal great irregularities at many
localities, and they also indicate great
tendency to drought for years altogether.
Dr. Hough strongly reinforces the doc-
trine of the relation of forets to the
Hooding of streams, and in so far bears
out the argument of the State Commis-
sioners in reference to the preservation
of the Adirondack woods. In a cleared
country the water flows quickly away to
the streams ; these arc at once at high-wat- er

mark, and then a season follows
when water is not to be found. The
actual effect of the evaporation of rain
drops on the leaves, and the chemical
action which goes on in the plant is
obvious iu the humidity and tempera-
ture of the atmosphere where trees ex-

ist. One can observe this in a casual
glance at open fields the sunburnt look
of one which is treeless is in contrast
with the fresh aud vernal appearance of
the inclosure in which clumps of trees
are found. Houses shaded by trees are
damper than those not so protected.
In the driest season, one who walks in
the country will notice a sensible change
in passing from a treeless waste to the
vicinity of a forest or into the forest it-

self. The necessity of tree-preservati- on

for economic uses cannot be overrated.
The supply of lumber is rapidly failing.
In Europe the forests are regulated by
law, and crops of trees are harvested in
rotation and upon a delinate and pre-
arranged system. France has altogether
18,226 square miles of protected forest.
The code by which they are governed
dates from the time of Colbert, who was
a master-han- d in regulation and State
interference. He showed as great wis-
dom in this code as in any other branch
of his system of administration. By the
Colbert code, 44 oaks were not to be
felled till ripe, that is, able to prosper
another thirty years." The French
have carried their system to Algeria,
and have already added several rainy
days to July and August. In this
country, the f ench system is impossi-
ble. The Sta j owns no forests, and
the work of preservation and careful
husbanding must proceed from the
people. One generation will plant for
another, and the small sapling of to-da- y

will be a forest monarch fifty or a bun
dred years hence. No crop would be
more valuable ; no investment more cer-
tain. As Dr. Hough says : 44 It must
come to be understood that a tree or a
forest planted is an investment of capi-
tal, increasing annually in value as it
grows like money at interest and
worth at any time what it has cost, in-
cluding the expense of planting and the
interest which this money would have
earned at the given date." Waste spots

value of farms, whose roadsides are
lined with trees, should be apparent to
alL There is wealth, and health and
omfort in the suggestion. Sew York
( ' hi) n rcial Advertiser.

A Mile a Minute.
Of the flight of a railroad train at the

rate of sixty miles an hour, between
Salem and Portland, in Oregon, on the
occasion of the recent great tire at Port-- j
land, the Enning Newt, of the latter
city, says :

The depots and towns along the road
presented a ludicrous appearance. They
seemed to be stretched out like a piece
of rubber. The depots looked like
bricks flying through the air, and tele-- I
graph-pole- s danced the 44 Highland
Fling" to the music of the screaming
whistle and the snort of the iron steed.
The reins of steam were loosened, and
the angry engine tremble 1 as she
bounded over the tinkbng rails, scarcely
touching them. With the speed of
lightning, almost, she passed over
bridges, around curves, and through
deep gorges, hurrying on with her
freight of human beings to aid a sister
city in her dread alfiiction. In the short
ipace of eighty-thre- e minutes from the
time of leaving the Salem depot the lit-
tle Capital engine was doing beautiful
work in the city of Portland. Although
the train started thirty-si- x minutes be-- !

hind time, it arrived at its destination
thirty minutes ahead of time. Where
can such rapid time be equaled ? Where
was DromDtir resoonse ever made to nm s 1

call so many miles awav, and so soon
answered Uut one alone of the many
passengers realized the dangers of the
situation ; the others would have said

j
44 Give her more steam," had that been

i their privilege. We have been told of a
laughable incident that happened at
Milwaukee. A gentleman who wished
to come down in the train was in wait-- 1

ing at the depot, and had stepped out
' near the platform in order to jump on
'
board as soon as the train started up.
While waiting patiently, he turned his

: eyes up the track and saw something
coming. Strange ide is flitted through
his mind of death and hereafter. Not
having time to reach tall timber, he
embraced a large post in the shed, and
cluug to it for life. As the train shot
past his hat was carried almost fifty
yards, and his coat tails were both dis
located. As soon as he thought he was
safe to loosen nis nold, he made a break
for home, bareheaded, having come to
the conclusion he didn't care to go to
Portland anyway.

The davs of summer arrow loncer as
we go northward, and the days of win -
ter shorter. At Hamburg the longest
day has seventeen hours, and the short- -
est seven. At Stockholm the loneest
has eighteen and a half hours, and the
shortest fave and a half hours. At St.
Petersburgh the longest has nineteen
and the shortest five hours. At Fin-lau- d

the longest has twenty-on- e hours
and a half, and the shortest two and a
half. At Wanderbus, in Norway, the
day lasts from the 21st of May to the
2d of July, the sun not getting below
the horizon for the whole of the time,
but skirmishing along very close to it
in the north. At Spitzenberg the long-da- y

lasts three months and a half.

The New York Sun has the enormous
circulation of 125.000 copies dailv. be- -

! ing larger than that of any other daily
j newspaper on the continent

Miscellaneous.

JENinr LiINts hair is brown and white.
She might "do it up brown " entirely,
if she was not one of those who were
not born to die.

A man" in Willimantic lately cut a
hen's crop open, scraped out the bits
of coal, and sewed it up again, and now
she is cackbng with her usual good
spirits.

England has lent to the Government
of India the enormous sum of 81,000,-000,00- 0,

and half as much more is to be
called for for railways within the next
twenty-fiv-e years.

The increase of real and personal
property in Boston this year, notwith-
standing the great loss by fire, will be
$7,000,000 over that of last year, and
the rate of taxation will be 12.80
on $1,000.

The Supreme Court of New Hamp-
shire has just decided at Concord that
railroad companies have no right to
grant to any party or parties exclusive
privilege to carry express matter over
their hues.

There are in Paris thirty-tw- o lines of
omnibuses, with 065 vehicles and 8,118
horses. In 1872, 108,751,000 fares were
collected. The taxes paid to the Na-
tional and Municipal Government, ex-
ceeded 2,000,000 francs.

The Echo du Xord announces au-
thoritatively that the fortifications of
Lille are about to be destroyed and a
series of forts erected instead of them
at a much greater distance from the
city. The lessons taught by the Franco-Prussia- n

war have evidently not been
lost.

Speaking of a certain agricultural
fair, a writer says that it consisted of a
calf, a goose, and a pumpkin. It rain-
ed so hard the first night that the goose
swam off, the calf broke loose and ate
the pumpkin, and a thief urowlincl raround stole the calf, and that ended
the fair.

A London letter says that at the
approaching assemblage of German
journalists, to be held at Hamburg, a
German paper, which is about to be
started at St. Louis, will be represented
through a negro gentleman, its proprie-
tor. He is well known as the only black
journalist who has yet appeared on the
continent of Europe.

Some interesting archaeological dis-
coveries are reported in the mountain
regions of Talamanca, in Costa Rica,
m tn? shape of the ruins of three Span- -
ish cities, which existed there 100 years
ago. The ruins of an old Spanish fort
were also found, with the cannon rest-
ing in their places, but all rusty and in
a great eonditon of decay.

Kansas in 18G0 had a population of
107,000. It now has 500,000 souls. In
18C1, there was only 824,000,000 in tax-
able propertv. There was in 1871
8108,000,000. In 1861 there were 200
school-house- s. There were 2,427 in
1872, In 1800 there was not a mile of

; road but m 1873 there are 3,000
mi arm ui uuu iwiei..

Pkof. Church, of Cirencester, the
eminent agricultural chemist, announces
that sulphate of lime appears to extr-cis- e

a very remarkable influence in ar-
resting the spread of decay in potatoes
affected by the potato disease. In one
experiment the salt was dusted over
some tubers, partially decayed from
this cause, as they were being stowed
away. Some months afterward the
potatoes were found to have suffeVed
no further injury. A similar trial with
powdered lime proved to be much less
effective.

Tree Culture.
One of the most interesting papers

read before the scientists assembled at
the Portland Convention, says the Chi-
cago Inter-Ocea- n, was that by Prof.
Hough, on forest culture. Though the
consequences which may be expected to
follow the destruction of timber begin
to be better and more generally under-
stood in this country, and though the
Western pioneer may no longer regard
the tree in the light of an enemy, our
people are, unfortunately, yet very far
from realizing how much their welfare
depends on the preservation of their
woods and groves. Until the popular
mind can be thoroughly enlightened
upon the subject, Prof. Hough suggests
that the several State Legislatures
should take the matter in hand, and not
only pass laws to guard the country
against being stripped of its forest trees,
but to encourage the planting and cul- -
tivation of them. For this purpose the
Professor proposes the following meas-
ures : 1. That all lands mainly valuable
for their timber should be withheld
from sale, and that the profits netted
from the necessary thinning should go
to the State. 2. That all lands planted
for timber should be exempted from
taxation for a bmited time. 3. That
bounties should be offered to counties,
towns and individuals for the greatest
number of trees planted and niade to
thrive. 4. That rail and other roads
should be compelled to plant trees by
their waysides. 5. That a tree tax, pay-
able in tree-plantin- g or money, be im-
posed. 6. That the trees by the way-
side be protected against injury by ade-
quate penalties. 7. That the elements
of the sciences applicable to forest cul--

ture be taught in our public schools.

Pay Up.
The Arkansas Statesman, of Jack-sonpor- t,

in plain proj-- and threatening
verse, thus urges delinquents to pay up:
" We have several hundred dollars due

' us for subscriptions, and we want it
j We are out of meat, money and other
things. Wo are out at elbow. We are
out of patience, and seriously contem
plate running our iace ior aoout zuu
postal cards, with which to remind
those who owe us. Pay up.

" To avoid proceedings unpleasant.
We wish you would pay what is due ;

If you do you 11 oblige us at present ;

If you don't then well oblige you.
44 Persistently yours."

Dr. Redd, the celebrated medical wri-
ter, was requested by a lady of bterary
eminence to call at her house. 44 Be
sure you recollect the address," said she,
as she quitted the room, 44 No. 1 Ches-
terfield street." 44 Madame," said the
Doctor, "lam too great an admirer of
politeness not to remember Chesterfield,
and, I fear, too selfish ever to forget
number one."


